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Harlow has been honored by the
Amarillo Area Bar Association
with the Chief Justice Charles
Reynolds Lifetime Achievement
Award.  The award is given to an
area lawyer or judge with a distin-
guished legal career who has made
a substantial contribution to the
Amarillo Bar, the community, and
the legal profession.  The award
will be presented to Harlow’s fami-
ly at the Spring Institute Dinner,
which will be held May 4, 2013
at the Amarillo Club.  Harlow
Sprouse was an accomplished trial
lawyer, an expert in legal ethics, a
servant of the bar, and a very kind
person.  He will be missed.
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Funny thing about jury in-
structions is that failing to ask for
a particular one in a civil trial
usually means you waived any
complaint about not getting it.
That is not necessarily true in a
criminal trial.  Some must be giv-
en by the trial judge, even if no
one wants them.

”
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      Needless to say, Ray is 
my model of what a lawyer 
should be. His ability to assess 
a legal issue and to determine 
a workable solution to the 
issue in an efficient and well-
orchestrated manner is second to 
none.

” 
                – Page 2

     William has a stated goal of 
out-doing me, and a matching 
track record, both of which 
signaled that I could be in for 
more direct competition than I 
felt I could handle. Nonetheless, 
the firm extended William a 
job offer over my vociferous 
objections, and he joined the 
firm in 2012. Neither of us has 
gotten the other fired, yet.

”               
– Page 3

Long-time Amarillo attorney, civic leader, 
and native son Robert “Bob” Sanders is the 2014 
recipient of the Charles L. Reynolds Lifetime 
Achievement Award.  This is the highest award be-
stowed by the Amarillo Area Bar Association upon 
one of its members. 

Bob Sanders was born and raised in Ama-
rillo.  He attended Vanderbilt University as a stu-
dent-athlete where he earned his undergraduate 
degree while playing varsity golf.  In 1960, Mr. 
Sanders obtained his law degree from Southern 
Methodist University School of Law and became 
licensed to practice law that same year.

Mr. Sanders had a very distinguished and 
diverse legal career.  From 1971 – 1987, Judge 
Sanders served as United States Magistrate Judge 
for the Northern District of Texas, Amarillo Di-
vision.  In private practice, former Judge Sanders 
was a partner in the Amarillo law firms of Sanders, 

Baker & Jesko, SandersBaker, PC, the Underwood 
Law Firm, and Sprouse Shrader Smith, PC.  Mr. 
Sanders provided legal advice and counsel to area 
businesses, families, educational institutions, and 
healthcare providers.  Mr. Sanders has particular 
expertise in the field of education law and is a for-
mer Director of the Texas Association of Commu-
nity College Attorneys.  He is a past president of 
the Amarillo Area Bar Association.  

Mr. Sanders not only devoted himself to the 
practice of law practice, but continually gave his 
time and energy to the Amarillo community.  He 
served as president and as a general member of the 
Board of Trustees for the Amarillo Independent 
School District, coached for Kids, Inc. and the 
Pony League baseball programs, and performed 
community service through the Amarillo Maver-
ick Boys and Girls Club, Goodwill Industries, Big 
Brothers/Big Sisters, Tascosa Excellence Council, 
and Austin Middle School Excellence Committee, 
just to name a few.  Mr. Sanders was a founder of 
the Amarillo Community Prayer Breakfast.  He is 
a past recipient of the Amarillo Globe News “Man 
of the Year” Award.

In addition to his law practice and commu-
nity service, Mr. Sanders and Bonnie, his wife of 
fifty-four years, raised a great family.  The Sanders 
have four boys that have grown into very successful 
men themselves.

Judge Reynolds would be proud and honored 
that Bob Sanders is receiving the award created in 
his name.  Please join us on May 3, 2014 at the 
Amarillo Area Bar Association Spring Institute din-
ner where we will present Mr. Sanders with this 
well-deserved award.     

2014 Recipient of the
chaRles l. Reynolds lifetime

achievement awaRd:
RobeRt R. sandeRs

youR baR events - may 2014 youR baR events - may 2014
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    Like the seasons of life, the 

Spring Institute is changing in a 

meaningful and refreshing

way!”      -Page 2

    And, to be truthful, I like 

it when parties solve their 

own problems because it 

usually saves money, time and 

headache for everyone.”            

            -Page 4  
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the lArgest liAbility AwArd ever 
AgAinst An Auditing firm

AABA Bar 
Luncheon, 
Embassy Suites

Beef with the
Bench, Commercial 
Exhibits Building, 
Tri-state Fairgrounds
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Our speaker for the 
March AABA luncheon 
on Thursday, March 
14th, is David Mullin. 
David’s presentation 
will focus on the land-
mark FDIC recovery 
case against Price-
waterhouseCoopers, 
LLP (“PWC”) where 
the U.S. District Court, 
Middle District of Ala-
bama, Northern Divi-
sion, found PWC pro-
fessionally negligent 
in its external audits of 
Colonial Bank, which was one of the 
25 largest banks in the United States 
prior to the bank’s failure in 2009.  Da-
vid was the lead attorney on this case, 
which resulted in PWC being ordered 
to pay FDIC more than $625 million 
in damages.  David will discuss the 
largest malpractice recovery against 
an auditor, over $3 billion of fraud that 
occurred between Colonial Bank’s of-
ficers and its largest customer Taylor, 
Bean & Whitaker Mortgage Corpora-
tion, how PWC auditors failed to un-

cover the enormous 
fraud that materially 
led to the collapse of 
Colonial Bank, the 6th 
largest bank failure in 
U.S. history, and from 
a practice perspec-
tive, what mattered in 
bringing this matter to 
a close.

David is a partner 
of Mullin Hoard Brown, 
LLP, who devotes his 
practice to numerous 
fields including: trial 
litigation, director and 

officer liability, professional malprac-
tice, major environmental catastro-
phes, health care antitrust issues, and 
bankruptcy litigation. David earned his 
undergraduate degree from Pennsylva-
nia State University where he graduat-
ed magna cum laude and he received 
his J.D. degree from the University of 
Chicago Law School.  

Please mark your calendars to at-
tend our next luncheon on March 14th 
and learn about the landmark case 
against PWC. 

112 West 8th Ave., #615
Amarillo, Texas 79101
806-371-7226

David Mullin
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“Turn, Turn, Turn”
I recently attended a funeral service that ended with a sing along to 

the recorded version of “Turn, Turn, Turn,” the ecclesiastical cycle of life 
made famous in song by the Byrds .  As the song goes, “To everything/
Turn, turn, turn/There is a season/Turn, turn, turn/And a time to every 
purpose….”  The song equally applies to your participation in the Amarillo 
Area Bar Association.  There is a time to renew, a time to gather and learn, 
a time to honor members, a time to say goodbye to beloved colleagues in 
the bar, a time to infuse the leadership ranks with fresh but familiar faces, 
and a time to wrap it all up before we start the entire bar cycle again.  Our 
bar year winds down in early Spring with the last bar luncheon in April and 
our annual Spring Institute.  The Spring Institute was designed as an event 
to bring us all together one last time during the bar year to catch up on CLE, 
golf with colleagues, and attend a traditional dinner celebration with food, 
drink and friends.  

Like the seasons of life, the Spring Institute is changing in a meaningful 
and refreshing way!  In recent years attendance has fallen off, attributable in 
large part to the difficulty of attending events in three different places over 
two days as well as competing demands for our members’ time.  The “New-
Look” Spring Institute, the brainchild of many current and former officers 
of AABA and coordinated this year by Jennie Knapp at Underwood, will all 
take place in one day (Friday, May 3rd) and at one location, the Tascosa 
Golf Club.  The morning session starts with breakfast and CLE and the early 
afternoon session is comprised of two events. These two events include: (1) 
our friendly, but competitive golf tournament, and (2) AAWBA’s brand new 
event (activity TBD).  Later in the afternoon we will gather for a Happy Hour 
followed by a fajita dinner buffet. The best part? Every single session is 
located in the Tascosa Golf Club.  Just as in years past, members may elect 
to bring their spouse or a guest to the “dinner event” portion of the Spring 
Institute. Our fajita dinner is a little more casual, and as such please feel 
free to dress the part with golf or casual attire.  Our hope is that our “New 
Look” events will inspire more singing lawyers, dancing Bar Presidents, and 
laughter while avoiding copious amounts of travel or too little steak for too 
much money.  A new season is upon us, and I truly hope our members will   
embrace this wonderful change and make your way to the Spring Institute.  
See you there!                          

The AABA Nominating Com-
mittee is pleased to present the 
following slate of Officers and Di-
rectors to be voted upon by the 
membership at the AABA meet-
ing on April 11th:

SLATE OF AABA OFFICERS AND
DIRECTORS 2019-2020
President: Joby Mills
President-Elect: Jennie Knapp
Vice-President: Matt Sherwood
Past-President: Brad Howard
Sec/Treasurer: Liberty Lay

Directors Terms Expire 2020:      
Laura Hale
Thomas McMillian
Robyn Nance
Directors Terms Expire 2021:
John Headrick
Blair Oscarsson
Tyler Topper 

Additional nominations may 
be made by submission of a peti-
tion to the Secretary/Treasurer at 
least 5 days prior to the election.  
Such petition shall be signed by 
5 or more regular members of 
the AABA and shall designate the 
name and office of one or more 
regular members to be placed 
among the list of nominees.

The AABA Executive 
Committee approved three new 
Directors for the Amarillo Area 
Bar Foundation 2019-2020 
year. Please help me welcome 
Judge Walt Weaver, Jil Wieck-
Trout, and Courtney Miller to 
this hardworking group. We 
would like to thank Judge 
Pamela Sirmon, David Russell, 
and Rhonda Luginbyhl for their 
service to the foundation.
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Young LawYEr
of thE Month:
Morgan tiLLEY

Morgan Tilley was born and 
raised in Andrews, Texas. In 2008, 
she moved to Lynchburg, Virginia, 
when her dad began law school at 
Liberty University School of Law. In 
2011, Morgan graduated high school 
from Temple Christian School. After 
high school, she moved to Spring-
field, Missouri to begin undergrad at 
Evangel University. While there, she 
studied history and philosophy. Mor-
gan also served as Class President 
from 2012-2015 and was a member 
of the Evangel University Drumline. 
Morgan graduated with her Bachelor 
of Science in History in 2015.  

After graduating from Evan-
gel University, Morgan moved back 
to Lynchburg, Virginia, to follow in 
her dad’s footsteps and attend law 
school at Liberty University School 
of Law. While at Liberty Law, Morgan 
was a member of the Alternative Dis-
pute Resolution Board, served as the 
ABA Representative for Liberty Law, 
and served as Editor-in-Chief of the 
Liberty Legal Journal. Morgan grad-
uated from Liberty Law in May 2018. 

After 10 years of being away 
from her favorite state, Morgan moved 
back to Texas during the summer of 
2018. In August, Morgan accepted a 
job as an Assistant District Attorney 
for the 47th District Attorney’s office. 

Scott
Richardson

Shannon
Van Campen

happybank.com

Alisa
Scott

Buffy
Haden

Joby
Mills

Terri
Wright

Terry
Wright

Jason
Carter

Todd
Wetsel

Kevin
Rider

Chris 
Klemme Hunter

Vagrosky

&Preserving
Wealth.

Creating,
Managing

Morgan Tilley

Remembrance of Beloved Leaders 
The Amarillo Area Bar Association has recently lost three pillars of the legal community.  We re-

member and honor the lives of Wales Madden, Mary Lou Robinson and Ed Hinshaw:

Wales Madden
Wales served in the U.S. Navy aboard the USS Lipan ATF 85 from March 1945 until August 1946. He obtained his 

undergraduate and law degrees from the University of Texas and would remain a true orange blood for the rest of his 
life. Wales was also the youngest member ever to serve on the University of Texas Board of Regents. For his years of 
service to the University, Wales was awarded the Santa Rita and Distinguished Alumnus awards.

After he graduated law school, Wales joined the Amarillo Bar Association and worked as an attorney at Shamrock 
Oil and Gas Corp., and then a partner at Selectman and Madden. He later joined up with his friend, T. Boone Pickens, 
to serve on the Board of Mesa Petroleum. Wales would go on to serve on more than fifty boards and commissions, 
public and private, during his lifetime.

For most of his life, Wales was immersed in politics. The Democratic Party held his time and attention until the 
mid-eighties when he switched to the Republican Party as it took hold in Texas. Over many decades, Wales kept 
friends on both sides of the aisle, eventually establishing personal relationships with four past U.S. presidents and a 
myriad of governors, senators and representatives. 

Wales had a distinguished career in public service, serving as President of the Ex-Students’ Association of the 
University of Texas and a Board Member on the University of Texas Donald D. Harrington Fellows Program, Amarillo 
National Resource Center, and the University of Texas Centennial Commission.

Mary Lou Robinson
After graduating from the University of Texas law school, Mary Lou Robinson moved back to her home town of 

Amarillo in 1950, with her husband A.J., whom she met in law school, and then became a county court-at-law judge in 
1955. Ironically, under state law, women were still not permitted to serve on Texas juries or sign contracts under their 
own names.

“I couldn’t buy an automobile because I couldn’t sign the note,” Robinson recalled. “At the same time, I was 
trying lawsuits that involved millions of dollars.”

In 1960, she became a state district judge and eventually was the first woman to serve on a Texas appellate 
court. In 1979, President Carter named her to the federal bench.  Her career highlights include helping to promote the 
passage of the Texas Equal Rights Amendment and presiding over the Oprah Winfrey beef trial in 1998.  In contrast to 
other highly publicized trials, Judge Robinson made sure that decorum was preserved and that a fair trial was given 
to all parties.

In 2018, the same year Robinson went on inactive senior status, legislation was enacted to rename the Amaril-
lo federal building where she served as the J. Marvin Jones Federal Building and Mary Lou Robinson United States 
Courthouse.

According to colleagues, Robinson acknowledged some pressure being a young female pioneer in a male-dom-
inated profession, saying, “If I really fouled up, it wasn’t Mary Lou that fouled up. It was women who couldn’t do the 
job.”

In an oral history interview in 2006, Judge Robinson was matter of fact about the challenges she faced.  “Over the 
years people say…what problems did you face here, partly because of being a woman or partly being such a young 
judge,” Robinson recalled. “My answer is: well, you know, I was just having a really good time. And I think I still am.”

Ed Hinshaw
Ed was born August 31, 1937 in Panhandle, Texas, to Clark “Shorty” Oliver Hinshaw and Vita Thompson Hinshaw. 

He proudly served in the United States Army. Ed married Marva Hines on April 7, 1966 in Claude, Texas. He received 
his undergraduate degree in 1971 from Lubbock Christian University and chose to further his education at the Baylor 
School of Law where he graduated in 1975. 

Ed served as the Carson County Attorney for 16 years.  An avid sports lover, especially Panhandle High School 
athletics, he attended and videoed hundreds of games often gifting the athletes with film of their sport. In fact, he 
would often follow Panhandle Panther athletes as they continued their collegiate sporting careers.



7th court of
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By Chief Justice Brian Quinn
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Be ready . . . if you sue a governmental entity, prepare 
to defend against a plea to the jurisdiction based on 
immunity.  That even is true in proceedings implicating 
the Texas Public Information Act (PIA).  As we explained in 
Texas Tech University v. Dolcefino Comm., LLC, No. 07-18-
00225-CV, 2018 Tex. App. LEXIS 9952 (Tex. App.—Amarillo 
Dec. 4, 2018, orig. proceeding), the PIA contains a provision 
waiving sovereign immunity for mandamus proceedings.  
But, the waiver is dependent upon certain conditions 
occurring.  The ones in question require the governmental 
entity to have refused to supply the information you sought 
or request an attorney general’s opinion explaining whether 
it can or should be provided.  Those prerequisites are found 
in § 552.321(a) of the Texas Government Code.  I guess it 
is only logical; if the entity has not refused to provide the 
information then do you really have a ripe complaint?  In 
any case . . . just be ready for the jurisdictional battle sure 
to come.   

One of my ex-law partners told me years ago that “it’s 
best to settle suit before the trial court settles it for you.”  He 

was referring to a control thing; once you turn the dispute 
over to the court for resolution, you generally lose control 
over what the resolution is.  And, to be truthful, I like it when 
parties solve their own problems because it usually saves 
money, time and headache for everyone.  That notion most 
likely underlies the purpose of Texas Rule of Civil Procedure 
191.2 which requires a certificate of conference telling the 
court that you tried to resolve your discovery disputes.  But, 
as we said again in Cogsdil v. Jimmy Fincher Body Shop, 
LLC, No. 07-17-00054-CV, 2018 Tex. App. LEXIS 9209 (Tex. 
App.—Amarillo Nov. 8, 2018), it is up to the trial court to 
decide what to do if you fail to confer before turning to the 
court.  It can enforce Rule 191.2 or not.  But, my ex-law 
partner’s words still ring true, and I bet the court still would 
appreciate you trying to work things out before you come 
a-knockin’.

 By the time you read this, we will be in the midst of 
Spring Break season.  It’s not just for students anymore, in 
my view.  I think we all benefit from an escape from work.  
This year, try it and see.

aaYLa uPdatE
By Courtney White

aaBf schoLarshiP 
announcEMEnt 

The Amarillo Area Bar Foundation 
will be awarding four $2,500 
scholarships for the 2019-20 academic 
year during the 2019 Spring Institute 
Dinner.  Applicants must be (1) enrolled 
in or accepted for admittance to an ABA 
accredited law school, and (2) born in, 
raised in, or currently reside in one the 
26 counties of the Texas Panhandle.  
Once recipients of the scholarships are 
selected by the scholarship committee 
of the Foundation, the applications of 
those recipients are provided to the 
Coppedge family for review and a 
determination on who should receive 
the scholarship designated as the Chris 
Coppedge Memorial Scholarship.  For 
more information on eligibility and 
an application, visit amarillobar.org 
and click on the Amarillo Area Bar 
Foundation tab or call Janet Byars at 
(806) 371-7226.  The deadline to apply 
is April 1, 2019, 5:00 p.m.  

AMARILLO AREA ESTATE PLANNING COUNCIL
TWENTY-EIGHTH ANNUAL INSTITUTE ON ESTATE PLANNING

MAY 2 & 3, 2019
Amarillo College Downtown Campus

1314 S. Polk, Amarillo, Texas
William Paul Bowers - Understanding the Benefits of the new Section 199A Deduction
Kyle Gardner - Yes, There is Still a Need for Life Insurance
George A. Snell, III - What All Estate Planners Need to Know About Quitclaim Deeds
Lee Schwemer - Wealth Transfer Taxation Under the New Tax Act – Where are We Now?
Toby M. Eisenberg - Planning for Death and Taxes – But Which Taxes? Overview of Estate Tax vs. 

Income Tax
Susan K. Staricka - The Authority of the Attorney General over Charitable Trusts and Nonprofit 

Organizations
William R. (“Trey”) Cousins III - The Rules May Change, but the Issues are the Same
Jeffrey N. Myers - Directed Trusts in Texas
Gerry W. Beyer - Morals From the Courthouse: A Study of Recent Texas Cases Impacting the Wills, 

Probate, and Trusts Practice.  A Review of Enacted (if any) and Proposed Legislation Impacting 
Texas Estate Planners.  State Law Pitfalls: Don’t Step in it When Your Client Steps Across State Lines

G. Murphy Davis and Clay Stribling – Luncheon Speakers
Jeffrey N. Myers will lead a Panel Discussion – Directed Trusts

For more information, contact Mable Kelling at aaepc1@gmail.com or (806) 930-2976

AABA History Quiz 
WIN A ROLLING BRIEFCASE!

Be the first to correctly answer the question 
below and send your answer to ebeacom@bf-law.
com and you will win a 
rolling briefcase provided 
by the State Bar of Texas.

What year were 
women allowed to serve 
as jurors in the state of 
Texas? 1-800-204-2222



Whether your trial is in Amarillo or Lubbock, 

My Place has you covered.
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(806) 803-9501
2208 Cinema Drive
Amarillo, TX 79124

LUBBOCK

(806) 701-4196
6219 62nd Street

Lubbock, TX 79424
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young lawyeR
of the month

By Richard Biggs
William Biggs is my “little” brother. 

I’m not sure where he got the idea, although 
an intense sibling rivalry during early years 
might be in play, but William tells people 
that among his life ambitions is a deep seat-
ed desire to surpass his older brother – me. 
When asked, William usually concedes that 
there are a variety of ways to measure an in-
dividual’s accomplishments, and that it’s not 
a serious goal, anyways. But in the very next 
breath, William will consistently point out 
that while we both attended undergrad at 
the University of Texas at Austin, he had the 
higher grades. 

As a result of his higher grades and test 
scores (William was one question away from 
a perfect LSAT score), William attended 
the University of Chicago for law school. In 
Chicago, William discovered that, unlike in 
Texas, November snow would stick around 
until April, and  his South-side neighbors 
weren’t as consistently friendly as the folks 

back in Amarillo. 
After one year in Chicago, William de-

cided that he wanted settle down in Texas, so 
he spent his law school summer working at 
Mullin Hoard & Brown. I found this to be 
an unexpected and worrisome development 
because I’ve observed that one quick way to 
the unemployment line is to be replaced by 
someone more suited for the job. William 
has a stated goal of out-doing me, and a 
matching track record, both of which sig-
naled that I could be in for more direct com-
petition than I felt I could handle. Nonethe-
less, the firm extended William a job offer 
over my vociferous objections, and he joined 
the firm in 2012. Neither of us has gotten 
the other fired, yet.

William’s geographic preference wasn’t 
the only surprise; he didn’t move back to 
Amarillo alone, either. While in Chicago, 
William used his expansive powers of per-
suasion to hoodwink a beautiful young lady, 

Sara Simpson, into joining him in his move 
to Amarillo. I’m not sure what William told 
Sara to convince her that Amarillo was, like 
Chicago, a very exciting and urban place to 
live. Whatever the story was, it worked, and 
they are engaged to be married in October.

William is now in his second full year 
of practice as a litigation associate at Mul-
lin Hoard & Brown. As far as I can tell, he 
spends his free time preoccupied with home 
maintenance, Dr. Who, and his lovely fian-
cée. I’m supposed to write that his family is 
all very proud of him, which is true. I count 
myself lucky to work with such a talented, 
smart, and honest young man, and I am su-
premely confident that he will have a bright 
and illustrious future as long as he continues 
to follow in my footsteps.

William Biggs
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Ethics Helpline
The State Bar of Texas offers a free Ethics Helpline service for

attorneys with questions about their obligations under the Texas
Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct.   There are two attor-
neys who staff the helpline and render nonbinding, nonconfidential
advice. 

The State Bar of Texas Ethics Helpline phone number is (800)
532-3947.  It is operated during normal business hours. 

Veterans Oral History Project
As part of the Library of Congress’ Veterans History Project,

the State Bar and the Texas Court Reporters Association have unit-
ed to record and preserve the oral histories of Texas lawyers who
have served in the U.S. Armed Forces.  If you are interested in be-
ing a part of this project, please call the AABA office (371-7226) or
e-mail us at director@amarillobar.org.
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Downtown Amarillo’s
Premier Office Space and Commercial Condos

Call Jeffrey Tidmore @ 806-372-9160

LEGAL BRIEFS

If you have news, we want to hear from you.  Send your infor-
mation to the AABA:  email director@amarillobar.org, fax 379-
9259, or call 371-7226.

Law Office of Titiana D. Frausto
Announcing the opening of the Law Office of

Titiana D. Frausto in the Chase Building, 600 S. Tyler,
Suite 1505.  Mrs. Frausto focuses mainly in the areas of
Criminal Defense and Family Law. She practiced for
three years as an associate with the Abbott Law Office.
Mrs. Frausto strives to provide quality legal representa-
tion and personalized attention to residents of the Texas
Panhandle. 

loving care may prove ungrateful.
Those who are nearest and dearest to us,
those whom we trust with our happi-
ness and our good name may become
traitors to their faith.  The money that a
man has, he may lose.  It flies away from
him, perhaps when he needs it most.  A
man’s reputation may be sacrificed in a
moment of ill-considered action.  The
people who are prone to fall on their
knees to do us honor when success is
with us, may be the first to throw the
stone of malice when failure settles its
cloud upon our heads.

The one absolutely unselfish
friend that man can have in this selfish
world, the one that never deserts him,
the one that never proves ungrateful or
treacherous is his dog.  A man’s dog
stands by him in prosperity and in
poverty, in health and in sickness.  He
will sleep on the cold ground, where the
wintry winds blow and the snow drives
fiercely, if only he may be near his mas-
ter’s side.  He will kiss the hand that has
no food to offer.  He will lick the
wounds and sores that come in encoun-
ters with the roughness of the world.
He guards the sleep of his pauper mas-
ter as if he were a prince.  When all oth-
er friends desert, he remains.  When
riches take wings, and reputation falls to
pieces, he is as constant in his love as the
sun in its journey through the heavens.

If fortune drives the master forth,
an outcast in the world, friendless and
homeless, the faithful dog asks no high-
er privilege than that of accompanying
him, to guard him against danger, to
fight against his enemies.  And when the
last scene of all comes, and death takes
his master in its embrace and his body is
laid away in the cold ground, no matter
if all other friends pursue their way,
there by the graveside will the noble dog
be found, his head between his paws, his
eyes sad, but open in alert watchfulness,
faithful and true even in death.

George Graham Vest - c. 1855

Join us as part of
Amarillo's history.
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None were present to win

The Chief Justice Charles Reynolds
Lifetime Achievement Award
Awarded to Harlow Sprouse

The Texas legal community lost an important contributor on April 5,
2013.

Harlow Sprouse was born March
19, 1931 in Vega. In the early 1950s
Harlow served in the Air Force as an
electrician and bomber on the B-36,
“the Big Stick”.  After serving his coun-
try he then graduated from the
University of North Texas in 1956 with
a degree in Political Science.  At The
University of Texas School of Law,
Harlow participated in the First Annual
Moot Court and gained legendary status
for turning down the Texas Law Review
because he was told that one couldn’t do
both Law Review and Moot Court.  In
1959 he won the school’s Moot Court
and was named the Outstanding Senior
Student.  Harlow finished third in his
class, and received the second highest score on the bar exam in 1960.

Harlow’s law career began with the Underwood Law Firm in Amarillo,
Texas in 1960.   He was Board-Certified by the Texas Board of Legal
Specialization in Civil Trial Law.  In the 1970s, he served as President of the
Amarillo Bar, went on to serve as the Director of the State Bar of Texas from
1975-1978, and became a Fellow of the American College of Trial Lawyers in
1980 and chairman of the Texas Bar Foundation 1980-1981.  In 1984 he co-au-
thored the “Texas Trial Notebook.”  He served as a Board Member for the Texas
Center for Legal Ethics and Professionalism from 1978 to 1999.

In 1990 Harlow co-founded the Sprouse, Mozola, Smith and Rowley Law
Firm, which eventually evolved into the Sprouse Shrader Smith firm of today.
During this time he was elected chairman of the Fellows of the Texas Bar
Foundation and received the State Bar President’s Award of Merit in 1995.  He
also worked tirelessly on the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct
Committee. 

Harlow was most proud of the Texas Lawyer’s Creed, which is the Supreme
Court approved aspirational guide for all attorneys in the areas of civility and
professionalism.  Harlow, along with Justice Eugene Cook, Fred Hagans, Blackie
Holmes, and Judge Lamar McCorkle, worked hard in 1988 to develop a docu-
ment that could serve the administration of justice for many years.  In 1994
Harlow was appointed by State Bar President Jim Branton to chair a committee
to observe the fifth anniversary of the creed and to make suggestions for im-
provement.  In a 1994 Bar Journal article he wrote: “The creed is a covenant
from lawyers to the legal profession, to clients and other lawyers, and to judges
that expresses the philosophy and spirit of justice on which our country’s legal
system is founded.”

Harlow has been honored by the Amarillo Area Bar Association with the
Chief Justice Charles Reynolds Lifetime Achievement Award.  The award is giv-
en to an area lawyer or judge with a distinguished legal career who has made a
substantial contribution to the Amarillo Bar, the community, and the legal pro-
fession.  The award will be presented to Harlow’s family at the Spring Institute
Dinner, which will be held May 4, 2013 at the Amarillo Club.

Harlow Sprouse was an accomplished trial lawyer, an expert in legal ethics,
a servant of the bar, and a very kind person.  He will be missed. 
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legal bRiefs

10th and Harrison
Ideally suited for solo practitioner

or small firm.
Optional phone, receptionist, internet, 

and conference facilities available.
Abundant parking.

Call Jeremi Young
at 806-331-1800

Downtown Office 
Space For Lease

Office share available at 
ANB Plaza Two.

Large office, adjacent secretarial 
office, storage area, two conference 

rooms, large client reception area and 
other amenities available to share.

Suite 510, ANB Plaza II 
with Richard Hanna, Tom Boyd

and Mike Lynch.

Call Richard Hanna at (806) 379-6683 
with questions or for appointment to

see (civil practice please)

Kirk Crutcher
Attorney-Mediator

P.O. Box 50787 
Amarillo, TX 79159
806.584.4468
Kirk@CrutcherMediation.com

“I am pleased to announce that I am 
transitioning to a full-time mediation 
practice as of September 1st, 2013.”

James Clark 
www.JamesClarkLawFirm.com 

Cristal Robinson, MBA 
www.CristalRobinson.com 

 

 

 

1800 S. Washington, Suite 105 
Amarillo, Texas 79102 

 

806-373-5694 

Bankruptcy 
Business 
Taxation 

The Eagle Centre
112 W. 8th, Suite 800

(806) 353-1668
Samaritan Counseling Center is a faith-based counseling center
offering professional counseling to individuals and families in the
Texas Panhandle.

Services available include:
• Children’s Play Therapy
• Grief Counseling
• Individual Psychotherapy

• Marriage and Family Counseling
• Misic Therapy
• Spiritual Direction & Consultation
• Trauma & Crisis Debriefing

Position available immediately.
Mullin Hoard & Brown is seeking an experienced 
paralegal in the Amarillo office. MHB focuses 
on document-intensive cases, and the position 
supports multiple attorneys in fast-paced 
litigation. The individual will help prepare or 
assemble complex legal documents, review and 
maintain litigation files until completion, conduct 
basic research using online sources and must 
possess excellent skills in multi-tasking, working 
independently and with a team, and detail to 
organization. Proficiency at Microsoft Word, 
TABS (or other time-keeping software), and other 
computer basics is a requirement. This is not an 
entry level position as we are seeking a qualified 
candidate with heavy civil litigation experience.

Please contact Jerry Wyckoff at (806) 372-1129 or 
jwyckoff@mhba.com , or by fax at (806) 372-5086.

Amarillo Area Bar Foundation Scholarships 
The Amarillo Area Bar Foundation has awarded 3 scholarships 

of $2,000 each to the following students:
Cole Brown from Turkey, Texas, a student at Texas Tech School 

of Law; Chase Robert Newsom from Amarillo, Texas, to begin this 
Fall at South Texas College of Law; and Eric Odom from Dimmit, 
Texas, a student at OU College of Law.

INSURING TEXAS LAWYERS SINCE 1979

TLIE.org / info@tlie.org / (512) 480-9074

THIS AIN’T OUR FIRST RODEO. 
41,500 lawyers insured.
8,000 lawyers defended.
$590,000,000 claims paid.

TLIE celebrates 40 years insuring Texas attorneys.
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For Leasing Information, kindly call Kevin or Ginger Nelson 
806.342.4700  •  301 South Polk Street

D ow n tow n  A m a r i l lo ’ s  O r i g i n a l  H i g h - R i s e 
FOR  OVER  90  YEARS

The Historic Amarillo Building, built in 1925, proudly 
stands as Amarillo’s oldest high-rise.

Restored to its Art-Deco grandeur by owners Kevin and 
Ginger Nelson, Amarillo’s history permeates throughout 
as Amarillo’s most respected businesses, accounting and 
law firms continue to make their mark.  

images courtesy The Amarillo Public Library



Whether your trial is in Amarillo or Lubbock, 

My Place has you covered.

AMARILLO

(806) 803-9501
2208 Cinema Drive
Amarillo, TX 79124

LUBBOCK

(806) 701-4196
6219 62nd Street

Lubbock, TX 79424

myplacehotels.com

young lawyeR
of the month

By Richard Biggs
William Biggs is my “little” brother. 

I’m not sure where he got the idea, although 
an intense sibling rivalry during early years 
might be in play, but William tells people 
that among his life ambitions is a deep seat-
ed desire to surpass his older brother – me. 
When asked, William usually concedes that 
there are a variety of ways to measure an in-
dividual’s accomplishments, and that it’s not 
a serious goal, anyways. But in the very next 
breath, William will consistently point out 
that while we both attended undergrad at 
the University of Texas at Austin, he had the 
higher grades. 

As a result of his higher grades and test 
scores (William was one question away from 
a perfect LSAT score), William attended 
the University of Chicago for law school. In 
Chicago, William discovered that, unlike in 
Texas, November snow would stick around 
until April, and  his South-side neighbors 
weren’t as consistently friendly as the folks 

back in Amarillo. 
After one year in Chicago, William de-

cided that he wanted settle down in Texas, so 
he spent his law school summer working at 
Mullin Hoard & Brown. I found this to be 
an unexpected and worrisome development 
because I’ve observed that one quick way to 
the unemployment line is to be replaced by 
someone more suited for the job. William 
has a stated goal of out-doing me, and a 
matching track record, both of which sig-
naled that I could be in for more direct com-
petition than I felt I could handle. Nonethe-
less, the firm extended William a job offer 
over my vociferous objections, and he joined 
the firm in 2012. Neither of us has gotten 
the other fired, yet.

William’s geographic preference wasn’t 
the only surprise; he didn’t move back to 
Amarillo alone, either. While in Chicago, 
William used his expansive powers of per-
suasion to hoodwink a beautiful young lady, 

Sara Simpson, into joining him in his move 
to Amarillo. I’m not sure what William told 
Sara to convince her that Amarillo was, like 
Chicago, a very exciting and urban place to 
live. Whatever the story was, it worked, and 
they are engaged to be married in October.

William is now in his second full year 
of practice as a litigation associate at Mul-
lin Hoard & Brown. As far as I can tell, he 
spends his free time preoccupied with home 
maintenance, Dr. Who, and his lovely fian-
cée. I’m supposed to write that his family is 
all very proud of him, which is true. I count 
myself lucky to work with such a talented, 
smart, and honest young man, and I am su-
premely confident that he will have a bright 
and illustrious future as long as he continues 
to follow in my footsteps.

William Biggs
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Ethics Helpline
The State Bar of Texas offers a free Ethics Helpline service for

attorneys with questions about their obligations under the Texas
Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct.   There are two attor-
neys who staff the helpline and render nonbinding, nonconfidential
advice. 

The State Bar of Texas Ethics Helpline phone number is (800)
532-3947.  It is operated during normal business hours. 

Veterans Oral History Project
As part of the Library of Congress’ Veterans History Project,

the State Bar and the Texas Court Reporters Association have unit-
ed to record and preserve the oral histories of Texas lawyers who
have served in the U.S. Armed Forces.  If you are interested in be-
ing a part of this project, please call the AABA office (371-7226) or
e-mail us at director@amarillobar.org.
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Downtown Amarillo’s
Premier Office Space and Commercial Condos

Call Jeffrey Tidmore @ 806-372-9160

LEGAL BRIEFS

If you have news, we want to hear from you.  Send your infor-
mation to the AABA:  email director@amarillobar.org, fax 379-
9259, or call 371-7226.

Law Office of Titiana D. Frausto
Announcing the opening of the Law Office of

Titiana D. Frausto in the Chase Building, 600 S. Tyler,
Suite 1505.  Mrs. Frausto focuses mainly in the areas of
Criminal Defense and Family Law. She practiced for
three years as an associate with the Abbott Law Office.
Mrs. Frausto strives to provide quality legal representa-
tion and personalized attention to residents of the Texas
Panhandle. 

loving care may prove ungrateful.
Those who are nearest and dearest to us,
those whom we trust with our happi-
ness and our good name may become
traitors to their faith.  The money that a
man has, he may lose.  It flies away from
him, perhaps when he needs it most.  A
man’s reputation may be sacrificed in a
moment of ill-considered action.  The
people who are prone to fall on their
knees to do us honor when success is
with us, may be the first to throw the
stone of malice when failure settles its
cloud upon our heads.

The one absolutely unselfish
friend that man can have in this selfish
world, the one that never deserts him,
the one that never proves ungrateful or
treacherous is his dog.  A man’s dog
stands by him in prosperity and in
poverty, in health and in sickness.  He
will sleep on the cold ground, where the
wintry winds blow and the snow drives
fiercely, if only he may be near his mas-
ter’s side.  He will kiss the hand that has
no food to offer.  He will lick the
wounds and sores that come in encoun-
ters with the roughness of the world.
He guards the sleep of his pauper mas-
ter as if he were a prince.  When all oth-
er friends desert, he remains.  When
riches take wings, and reputation falls to
pieces, he is as constant in his love as the
sun in its journey through the heavens.

If fortune drives the master forth,
an outcast in the world, friendless and
homeless, the faithful dog asks no high-
er privilege than that of accompanying
him, to guard him against danger, to
fight against his enemies.  And when the
last scene of all comes, and death takes
his master in its embrace and his body is
laid away in the cold ground, no matter
if all other friends pursue their way,
there by the graveside will the noble dog
be found, his head between his paws, his
eyes sad, but open in alert watchfulness,
faithful and true even in death.

George Graham Vest - c. 1855
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None were present to win

The Chief Justice Charles Reynolds
Lifetime Achievement Award
Awarded to Harlow Sprouse

The Texas legal community lost an important contributor on April 5,
2013.

Harlow Sprouse was born March
19, 1931 in Vega. In the early 1950s
Harlow served in the Air Force as an
electrician and bomber on the B-36,
“the Big Stick”.  After serving his coun-
try he then graduated from the
University of North Texas in 1956 with
a degree in Political Science.  At The
University of Texas School of Law,
Harlow participated in the First Annual
Moot Court and gained legendary status
for turning down the Texas Law Review
because he was told that one couldn’t do
both Law Review and Moot Court.  In
1959 he won the school’s Moot Court
and was named the Outstanding Senior
Student.  Harlow finished third in his
class, and received the second highest score on the bar exam in 1960.

Harlow’s law career began with the Underwood Law Firm in Amarillo,
Texas in 1960.   He was Board-Certified by the Texas Board of Legal
Specialization in Civil Trial Law.  In the 1970s, he served as President of the
Amarillo Bar, went on to serve as the Director of the State Bar of Texas from
1975-1978, and became a Fellow of the American College of Trial Lawyers in
1980 and chairman of the Texas Bar Foundation 1980-1981.  In 1984 he co-au-
thored the “Texas Trial Notebook.”  He served as a Board Member for the Texas
Center for Legal Ethics and Professionalism from 1978 to 1999.

In 1990 Harlow co-founded the Sprouse, Mozola, Smith and Rowley Law
Firm, which eventually evolved into the Sprouse Shrader Smith firm of today.
During this time he was elected chairman of the Fellows of the Texas Bar
Foundation and received the State Bar President’s Award of Merit in 1995.  He
also worked tirelessly on the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct
Committee. 

Harlow was most proud of the Texas Lawyer’s Creed, which is the Supreme
Court approved aspirational guide for all attorneys in the areas of civility and
professionalism.  Harlow, along with Justice Eugene Cook, Fred Hagans, Blackie
Holmes, and Judge Lamar McCorkle, worked hard in 1988 to develop a docu-
ment that could serve the administration of justice for many years.  In 1994
Harlow was appointed by State Bar President Jim Branton to chair a committee
to observe the fifth anniversary of the creed and to make suggestions for im-
provement.  In a 1994 Bar Journal article he wrote: “The creed is a covenant
from lawyers to the legal profession, to clients and other lawyers, and to judges
that expresses the philosophy and spirit of justice on which our country’s legal
system is founded.”

Harlow has been honored by the Amarillo Area Bar Association with the
Chief Justice Charles Reynolds Lifetime Achievement Award.  The award is giv-
en to an area lawyer or judge with a distinguished legal career who has made a
substantial contribution to the Amarillo Bar, the community, and the legal pro-
fession.  The award will be presented to Harlow’s family at the Spring Institute
Dinner, which will be held May 4, 2013 at the Amarillo Club.

Harlow Sprouse was an accomplished trial lawyer, an expert in legal ethics,
a servant of the bar, and a very kind person.  He will be missed. 
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Kirk Crutcher
Attorney-Mediator

P.O. Box 50787 
Amarillo, TX 79159
806.584.4468
Kirk@CrutcherMediation.com

“I am pleased to announce that I am 
transitioning to a full-time mediation 
practice as of September 1st, 2013.”

James Clark 
www.JamesClarkLawFirm.com 

Cristal Robinson, MBA 
www.CristalRobinson.com 
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Bankruptcy 
Business 
Taxation 

The Eagle Centre
112 W. 8th, Suite 800

(806) 353-1668
Samaritan Counseling Center is a faith-based counseling center
offering professional counseling to individuals and families in the
Texas Panhandle.

Services available include:
• Children’s Play Therapy
• Grief Counseling
• Individual Psychotherapy

• Marriage and Family Counseling
• Misic Therapy
• Spiritual Direction & Consultation
• Trauma & Crisis Debriefing

Position available immediately.
Mullin Hoard & Brown is seeking an experienced 
paralegal in the Amarillo office. MHB focuses 
on document-intensive cases, and the position 
supports multiple attorneys in fast-paced 
litigation. The individual will help prepare or 
assemble complex legal documents, review and 
maintain litigation files until completion, conduct 
basic research using online sources and must 
possess excellent skills in multi-tasking, working 
independently and with a team, and detail to 
organization. Proficiency at Microsoft Word, 
TABS (or other time-keeping software), and other 
computer basics is a requirement. This is not an 
entry level position as we are seeking a qualified 
candidate with heavy civil litigation experience.

Please contact Jerry Wyckoff at (806) 372-1129 or 
jwyckoff@mhba.com , or by fax at (806) 372-5086.

Amarillo Area Bar Foundation Scholarships 
The Amarillo Area Bar Foundation has awarded 3 scholarships 

of $2,000 each to the following students:
Cole Brown from Turkey, Texas, a student at Texas Tech School 

of Law; Chase Robert Newsom from Amarillo, Texas, to begin this 
Fall at South Texas College of Law; and Eric Odom from Dimmit, 
Texas, a student at OU College of Law.

INSURING TEXAS LAWYERS SINCE 1979

TLIE.org / info@tlie.org / (512) 480-9074

THIS AIN’T OUR FIRST RODEO. 
41,500 lawyers insured.
8,000 lawyers defended.
$590,000,000 claims paid.

TLIE celebrates 40 years insuring Texas attorneys.
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The Historic Amarillo Building, built in 1925, proudly 
stands as Amarillo’s oldest high-rise.

Restored to its Art-Deco grandeur by owners Kevin and 
Ginger Nelson, Amarillo’s history permeates throughout 
as Amarillo’s most respected businesses, accounting and 
law firms continue to make their mark.  

images courtesy The Amarillo Public Library



7th court of
aPPEaLs uPdatE

By Chief Justice Brian Quinn
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Be ready . . . if you sue a governmental entity, prepare 
to defend against a plea to the jurisdiction based on 
immunity.  That even is true in proceedings implicating 
the Texas Public Information Act (PIA).  As we explained in 
Texas Tech University v. Dolcefino Comm., LLC, No. 07-18-
00225-CV, 2018 Tex. App. LEXIS 9952 (Tex. App.—Amarillo 
Dec. 4, 2018, orig. proceeding), the PIA contains a provision 
waiving sovereign immunity for mandamus proceedings.  
But, the waiver is dependent upon certain conditions 
occurring.  The ones in question require the governmental 
entity to have refused to supply the information you sought 
or request an attorney general’s opinion explaining whether 
it can or should be provided.  Those prerequisites are found 
in § 552.321(a) of the Texas Government Code.  I guess it 
is only logical; if the entity has not refused to provide the 
information then do you really have a ripe complaint?  In 
any case . . . just be ready for the jurisdictional battle sure 
to come.   

One of my ex-law partners told me years ago that “it’s 
best to settle suit before the trial court settles it for you.”  He 

was referring to a control thing; once you turn the dispute 
over to the court for resolution, you generally lose control 
over what the resolution is.  And, to be truthful, I like it when 
parties solve their own problems because it usually saves 
money, time and headache for everyone.  That notion most 
likely underlies the purpose of Texas Rule of Civil Procedure 
191.2 which requires a certificate of conference telling the 
court that you tried to resolve your discovery disputes.  But, 
as we said again in Cogsdil v. Jimmy Fincher Body Shop, 
LLC, No. 07-17-00054-CV, 2018 Tex. App. LEXIS 9209 (Tex. 
App.—Amarillo Nov. 8, 2018), it is up to the trial court to 
decide what to do if you fail to confer before turning to the 
court.  It can enforce Rule 191.2 or not.  But, my ex-law 
partner’s words still ring true, and I bet the court still would 
appreciate you trying to work things out before you come 
a-knockin’.

 By the time you read this, we will be in the midst of 
Spring Break season.  It’s not just for students anymore, in 
my view.  I think we all benefit from an escape from work.  
This year, try it and see.

aaYLa uPdatE
By Courtney White

aaBf schoLarshiP 
announcEMEnt 

The Amarillo Area Bar Foundation 
will be awarding four $2,500 
scholarships for the 2019-20 academic 
year during the 2019 Spring Institute 
Dinner.  Applicants must be (1) enrolled 
in or accepted for admittance to an ABA 
accredited law school, and (2) born in, 
raised in, or currently reside in one the 
26 counties of the Texas Panhandle.  
Once recipients of the scholarships are 
selected by the scholarship committee 
of the Foundation, the applications of 
those recipients are provided to the 
Coppedge family for review and a 
determination on who should receive 
the scholarship designated as the Chris 
Coppedge Memorial Scholarship.  For 
more information on eligibility and 
an application, visit amarillobar.org 
and click on the Amarillo Area Bar 
Foundation tab or call Janet Byars at 
(806) 371-7226.  The deadline to apply 
is April 1, 2019, 5:00 p.m.  

AMARILLO AREA ESTATE PLANNING COUNCIL
TWENTY-EIGHTH ANNUAL INSTITUTE ON ESTATE PLANNING

MAY 2 & 3, 2019
Amarillo College Downtown Campus

1314 S. Polk, Amarillo, Texas
William Paul Bowers - Understanding the Benefits of the new Section 199A Deduction
Kyle Gardner - Yes, There is Still a Need for Life Insurance
George A. Snell, III - What All Estate Planners Need to Know About Quitclaim Deeds
Lee Schwemer - Wealth Transfer Taxation Under the New Tax Act – Where are We Now?
Toby M. Eisenberg - Planning for Death and Taxes – But Which Taxes? Overview of Estate Tax vs. 

Income Tax
Susan K. Staricka - The Authority of the Attorney General over Charitable Trusts and Nonprofit 

Organizations
William R. (“Trey”) Cousins III - The Rules May Change, but the Issues are the Same
Jeffrey N. Myers - Directed Trusts in Texas
Gerry W. Beyer - Morals From the Courthouse: A Study of Recent Texas Cases Impacting the Wills, 

Probate, and Trusts Practice.  A Review of Enacted (if any) and Proposed Legislation Impacting 
Texas Estate Planners.  State Law Pitfalls: Don’t Step in it When Your Client Steps Across State Lines

G. Murphy Davis and Clay Stribling – Luncheon Speakers
Jeffrey N. Myers will lead a Panel Discussion – Directed Trusts

For more information, contact Mable Kelling at aaepc1@gmail.com or (806) 930-2976

AABA History Quiz 
WIN A ROLLING BRIEFCASE!

Be the first to correctly answer the question 
below and send your answer to ebeacom@bf-law.
com and you will win a 
rolling briefcase provided 
by the State Bar of Texas.

What year were 
women allowed to serve 
as jurors in the state of 
Texas? 1-800-204-2222
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Young LawYEr
of thE Month:
Morgan tiLLEY

Morgan Tilley was born and 
raised in Andrews, Texas. In 2008, 
she moved to Lynchburg, Virginia, 
when her dad began law school at 
Liberty University School of Law. In 
2011, Morgan graduated high school 
from Temple Christian School. After 
high school, she moved to Spring-
field, Missouri to begin undergrad at 
Evangel University. While there, she 
studied history and philosophy. Mor-
gan also served as Class President 
from 2012-2015 and was a member 
of the Evangel University Drumline. 
Morgan graduated with her Bachelor 
of Science in History in 2015.  

After graduating from Evan-
gel University, Morgan moved back 
to Lynchburg, Virginia, to follow in 
her dad’s footsteps and attend law 
school at Liberty University School 
of Law. While at Liberty Law, Morgan 
was a member of the Alternative Dis-
pute Resolution Board, served as the 
ABA Representative for Liberty Law, 
and served as Editor-in-Chief of the 
Liberty Legal Journal. Morgan grad-
uated from Liberty Law in May 2018. 

After 10 years of being away 
from her favorite state, Morgan moved 
back to Texas during the summer of 
2018. In August, Morgan accepted a 
job as an Assistant District Attorney 
for the 47th District Attorney’s office. 
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Remembrance of Beloved Leaders 
The Amarillo Area Bar Association has recently lost three pillars of the legal community.  We re-

member and honor the lives of Wales Madden, Mary Lou Robinson and Ed Hinshaw:

Wales Madden
Wales served in the U.S. Navy aboard the USS Lipan ATF 85 from March 1945 until August 1946. He obtained his 

undergraduate and law degrees from the University of Texas and would remain a true orange blood for the rest of his 
life. Wales was also the youngest member ever to serve on the University of Texas Board of Regents. For his years of 
service to the University, Wales was awarded the Santa Rita and Distinguished Alumnus awards.

After he graduated law school, Wales joined the Amarillo Bar Association and worked as an attorney at Shamrock 
Oil and Gas Corp., and then a partner at Selectman and Madden. He later joined up with his friend, T. Boone Pickens, 
to serve on the Board of Mesa Petroleum. Wales would go on to serve on more than fifty boards and commissions, 
public and private, during his lifetime.

For most of his life, Wales was immersed in politics. The Democratic Party held his time and attention until the 
mid-eighties when he switched to the Republican Party as it took hold in Texas. Over many decades, Wales kept 
friends on both sides of the aisle, eventually establishing personal relationships with four past U.S. presidents and a 
myriad of governors, senators and representatives. 

Wales had a distinguished career in public service, serving as President of the Ex-Students’ Association of the 
University of Texas and a Board Member on the University of Texas Donald D. Harrington Fellows Program, Amarillo 
National Resource Center, and the University of Texas Centennial Commission.

Mary Lou Robinson
After graduating from the University of Texas law school, Mary Lou Robinson moved back to her home town of 

Amarillo in 1950, with her husband A.J., whom she met in law school, and then became a county court-at-law judge in 
1955. Ironically, under state law, women were still not permitted to serve on Texas juries or sign contracts under their 
own names.

“I couldn’t buy an automobile because I couldn’t sign the note,” Robinson recalled. “At the same time, I was 
trying lawsuits that involved millions of dollars.”

In 1960, she became a state district judge and eventually was the first woman to serve on a Texas appellate 
court. In 1979, President Carter named her to the federal bench.  Her career highlights include helping to promote the 
passage of the Texas Equal Rights Amendment and presiding over the Oprah Winfrey beef trial in 1998.  In contrast to 
other highly publicized trials, Judge Robinson made sure that decorum was preserved and that a fair trial was given 
to all parties.

In 2018, the same year Robinson went on inactive senior status, legislation was enacted to rename the Amaril-
lo federal building where she served as the J. Marvin Jones Federal Building and Mary Lou Robinson United States 
Courthouse.

According to colleagues, Robinson acknowledged some pressure being a young female pioneer in a male-dom-
inated profession, saying, “If I really fouled up, it wasn’t Mary Lou that fouled up. It was women who couldn’t do the 
job.”

In an oral history interview in 2006, Judge Robinson was matter of fact about the challenges she faced.  “Over the 
years people say…what problems did you face here, partly because of being a woman or partly being such a young 
judge,” Robinson recalled. “My answer is: well, you know, I was just having a really good time. And I think I still am.”

Ed Hinshaw
Ed was born August 31, 1937 in Panhandle, Texas, to Clark “Shorty” Oliver Hinshaw and Vita Thompson Hinshaw. 

He proudly served in the United States Army. Ed married Marva Hines on April 7, 1966 in Claude, Texas. He received 
his undergraduate degree in 1971 from Lubbock Christian University and chose to further his education at the Baylor 
School of Law where he graduated in 1975. 

Ed served as the Carson County Attorney for 16 years.  An avid sports lover, especially Panhandle High School 
athletics, he attended and videoed hundreds of games often gifting the athletes with film of their sport. In fact, he 
would often follow Panhandle Panther athletes as they continued their collegiate sporting careers.
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“Turn, Turn, Turn”
I recently attended a funeral service that ended with a sing along to 

the recorded version of “Turn, Turn, Turn,” the ecclesiastical cycle of life 
made famous in song by the Byrds .  As the song goes, “To everything/
Turn, turn, turn/There is a season/Turn, turn, turn/And a time to every 
purpose….”  The song equally applies to your participation in the Amarillo 
Area Bar Association.  There is a time to renew, a time to gather and learn, 
a time to honor members, a time to say goodbye to beloved colleagues in 
the bar, a time to infuse the leadership ranks with fresh but familiar faces, 
and a time to wrap it all up before we start the entire bar cycle again.  Our 
bar year winds down in early Spring with the last bar luncheon in April and 
our annual Spring Institute.  The Spring Institute was designed as an event 
to bring us all together one last time during the bar year to catch up on CLE, 
golf with colleagues, and attend a traditional dinner celebration with food, 
drink and friends.  

Like the seasons of life, the Spring Institute is changing in a meaningful 
and refreshing way!  In recent years attendance has fallen off, attributable in 
large part to the difficulty of attending events in three different places over 
two days as well as competing demands for our members’ time.  The “New-
Look” Spring Institute, the brainchild of many current and former officers 
of AABA and coordinated this year by Jennie Knapp at Underwood, will all 
take place in one day (Friday, May 3rd) and at one location, the Tascosa 
Golf Club.  The morning session starts with breakfast and CLE and the early 
afternoon session is comprised of two events. These two events include: (1) 
our friendly, but competitive golf tournament, and (2) AAWBA’s brand new 
event (activity TBD).  Later in the afternoon we will gather for a Happy Hour 
followed by a fajita dinner buffet. The best part? Every single session is 
located in the Tascosa Golf Club.  Just as in years past, members may elect 
to bring their spouse or a guest to the “dinner event” portion of the Spring 
Institute. Our fajita dinner is a little more casual, and as such please feel 
free to dress the part with golf or casual attire.  Our hope is that our “New 
Look” events will inspire more singing lawyers, dancing Bar Presidents, and 
laughter while avoiding copious amounts of travel or too little steak for too 
much money.  A new season is upon us, and I truly hope our members will   
embrace this wonderful change and make your way to the Spring Institute.  
See you there!                          

The AABA Nominating Com-
mittee is pleased to present the 
following slate of Officers and Di-
rectors to be voted upon by the 
membership at the AABA meet-
ing on April 11th:

SLATE OF AABA OFFICERS AND
DIRECTORS 2019-2020
President: Joby Mills
President-Elect: Jennie Knapp
Vice-President: Matt Sherwood
Past-President: Brad Howard
Sec/Treasurer: Liberty Lay

Directors Terms Expire 2020:      
Laura Hale
Thomas McMillian
Robyn Nance
Directors Terms Expire 2021:
John Headrick
Blair Oscarsson
Tyler Topper 

Additional nominations may 
be made by submission of a peti-
tion to the Secretary/Treasurer at 
least 5 days prior to the election.  
Such petition shall be signed by 
5 or more regular members of 
the AABA and shall designate the 
name and office of one or more 
regular members to be placed 
among the list of nominees.

The AABA Executive 
Committee approved three new 
Directors for the Amarillo Area 
Bar Foundation 2019-2020 
year. Please help me welcome 
Judge Walt Weaver, Jil Wieck-
Trout, and Courtney Miller to 
this hardworking group. We 
would like to thank Judge 
Pamela Sirmon, David Russell, 
and Rhonda Luginbyhl for their 
service to the foundation.
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Harlow has been honored by the
Amarillo Area Bar Association
with the Chief Justice Charles
Reynolds Lifetime Achievement
Award.  The award is given to an
area lawyer or judge with a distin-
guished legal career who has made
a substantial contribution to the
Amarillo Bar, the community, and
the legal profession.  The award
will be presented to Harlow’s fami-
ly at the Spring Institute Dinner,
which will be held May 4, 2013
at the Amarillo Club.  Harlow
Sprouse was an accomplished trial
lawyer, an expert in legal ethics, a
servant of the bar, and a very kind
person.  He will be missed.

”Page 3

Funny thing about jury in-
structions is that failing to ask for
a particular one in a civil trial
usually means you waived any
complaint about not getting it.
That is not necessarily true in a
criminal trial.  Some must be giv-
en by the trial judge, even if no
one wants them.

”
Page 4

“

YOURBAREVENTS- MAY2013

Judge Clinton E. Averitte, President
Brian P. Heinrich, President-Elect
Tim D. Newsom, Vice President
Pamela Trimble Gleason, Secretary-Treasurer
Terry Ann White, Immediate Past President

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Terms Expire 2013 Terms Expire 2014
Mark Logsdon Adrian Castillo
Liberty Lay Andrea Slater Gulley
Brad Howard Johnny K. Merritt

Jeremi K. Young, AAYLA President
Jo Ann Holt, Executive Director
Elizabeth Jepson, Editor of AMA-LAW

50 YEARLAWYERS

“ Back Row:Jon Oden, Ben Sturgeon, Walter Wolfram, Don Patterson, Don Jackson, Richard Brainerd
Middle Row: Robert Sanders, Jerry Johnson, Alan Adkins, James Dorres, George Jennings, Jr., Don
Dean, Tom Morris, Dee Miller, Oth Miller
Front Row: Judge Nobles, Justice Boyd, Speaker Broadus Spivey, Bob Templeton, Bob Smith
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Brian P. Heinrich, President
Tim D. Newsom, President-Elect
Dusty Stockard, Vice President
Matt Sherwood, Secretary-Treasurer
Justice Clinton E. Averitte, Immediate Past President
 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Terms Expire 2014
Adrian Castillo
Andrea Slater Gulley
Johnny Merritt
  
Laura Hale, AAYLA President
Jo Ann Holt, Executive Director
Elizabeth Jepson, Editor of AMA-LAW

      Needless to say, Ray is 
my model of what a lawyer 
should be. His ability to assess 
a legal issue and to determine 
a workable solution to the 
issue in an efficient and well-
orchestrated manner is second to 
none.

” 
                – Page 2

     William has a stated goal of 
out-doing me, and a matching 
track record, both of which 
signaled that I could be in for 
more direct competition than I 
felt I could handle. Nonetheless, 
the firm extended William a 
job offer over my vociferous 
objections, and he joined the 
firm in 2012. Neither of us has 
gotten the other fired, yet.

”               
– Page 3

Long-time Amarillo attorney, civic leader, 
and native son Robert “Bob” Sanders is the 2014 
recipient of the Charles L. Reynolds Lifetime 
Achievement Award.  This is the highest award be-
stowed by the Amarillo Area Bar Association upon 
one of its members. 

Bob Sanders was born and raised in Ama-
rillo.  He attended Vanderbilt University as a stu-
dent-athlete where he earned his undergraduate 
degree while playing varsity golf.  In 1960, Mr. 
Sanders obtained his law degree from Southern 
Methodist University School of Law and became 
licensed to practice law that same year.

Mr. Sanders had a very distinguished and 
diverse legal career.  From 1971 – 1987, Judge 
Sanders served as United States Magistrate Judge 
for the Northern District of Texas, Amarillo Di-
vision.  In private practice, former Judge Sanders 
was a partner in the Amarillo law firms of Sanders, 

Baker & Jesko, SandersBaker, PC, the Underwood 
Law Firm, and Sprouse Shrader Smith, PC.  Mr. 
Sanders provided legal advice and counsel to area 
businesses, families, educational institutions, and 
healthcare providers.  Mr. Sanders has particular 
expertise in the field of education law and is a for-
mer Director of the Texas Association of Commu-
nity College Attorneys.  He is a past president of 
the Amarillo Area Bar Association.  

Mr. Sanders not only devoted himself to the 
practice of law practice, but continually gave his 
time and energy to the Amarillo community.  He 
served as president and as a general member of the 
Board of Trustees for the Amarillo Independent 
School District, coached for Kids, Inc. and the 
Pony League baseball programs, and performed 
community service through the Amarillo Maver-
ick Boys and Girls Club, Goodwill Industries, Big 
Brothers/Big Sisters, Tascosa Excellence Council, 
and Austin Middle School Excellence Committee, 
just to name a few.  Mr. Sanders was a founder of 
the Amarillo Community Prayer Breakfast.  He is 
a past recipient of the Amarillo Globe News “Man 
of the Year” Award.

In addition to his law practice and commu-
nity service, Mr. Sanders and Bonnie, his wife of 
fifty-four years, raised a great family.  The Sanders 
have four boys that have grown into very successful 
men themselves.

Judge Reynolds would be proud and honored 
that Bob Sanders is receiving the award created in 
his name.  Please join us on May 3, 2014 at the 
Amarillo Area Bar Association Spring Institute din-
ner where we will present Mr. Sanders with this 
well-deserved award.     

2014 Recipient of the
chaRles l. Reynolds lifetime

achievement awaRd:
RobeRt R. sandeRs

youR baR events - may 2014 youR baR events - may 2014
 S M T W T F S

Terms Expire 2015
Joni Kleinschmidt
Tod Mayfield
Randall Sims

Robert “Bob” Sanders
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    Like the seasons of life, the 

Spring Institute is changing in a 

meaningful and refreshing

way!”      -Page 2

    And, to be truthful, I like 

it when parties solve their 

own problems because it 

usually saves money, time and 

headache for everyone.”            

            -Page 4  
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the lArgest liAbility AwArd ever 
AgAinst An Auditing firm

AABA Bar 
Luncheon, 
Embassy Suites

Beef with the
Bench, Commercial 
Exhibits Building, 
Tri-state Fairgrounds

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Brad Howard, President
Joby Mills, President-Elect
Jennie Knapp, Vice President
Matt Sherwood, Secretary-Treasurer
Chris Jensen, Immediate Past President
 
Terms Expire 2019:
Audrey Mink
Josh Woodburn
Bobby Ramirez
 
Courtney White, AAYLA President
Janet Byars, Executive Director
Erica Beacom, AMA-LAW Editor

Terms Expire 2020:
Robyn Nance
Laura Hale
Thomas McMillian

Our speaker for the 
March AABA luncheon 
on Thursday, March 
14th, is David Mullin. 
David’s presentation 
will focus on the land-
mark FDIC recovery 
case against Price-
waterhouseCoopers, 
LLP (“PWC”) where 
the U.S. District Court, 
Middle District of Ala-
bama, Northern Divi-
sion, found PWC pro-
fessionally negligent 
in its external audits of 
Colonial Bank, which was one of the 
25 largest banks in the United States 
prior to the bank’s failure in 2009.  Da-
vid was the lead attorney on this case, 
which resulted in PWC being ordered 
to pay FDIC more than $625 million 
in damages.  David will discuss the 
largest malpractice recovery against 
an auditor, over $3 billion of fraud that 
occurred between Colonial Bank’s of-
ficers and its largest customer Taylor, 
Bean & Whitaker Mortgage Corpora-
tion, how PWC auditors failed to un-

cover the enormous 
fraud that materially 
led to the collapse of 
Colonial Bank, the 6th 
largest bank failure in 
U.S. history, and from 
a practice perspec-
tive, what mattered in 
bringing this matter to 
a close.

David is a partner 
of Mullin Hoard Brown, 
LLP, who devotes his 
practice to numerous 
fields including: trial 
litigation, director and 

officer liability, professional malprac-
tice, major environmental catastro-
phes, health care antitrust issues, and 
bankruptcy litigation. David earned his 
undergraduate degree from Pennsylva-
nia State University where he graduat-
ed magna cum laude and he received 
his J.D. degree from the University of 
Chicago Law School.  

Please mark your calendars to at-
tend our next luncheon on March 14th 
and learn about the landmark case 
against PWC. 

112 West 8th Ave., #615
Amarillo, Texas 79101
806-371-7226

David Mullin


